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Concre te , for a ll its  b le ssings as a  flooring m ate ria l, h as its  shortcom ings. It is  too b rittle  to  hold  a  
textu re  for ve ry long in  a  heavily trave led  a rea , so  it m ay fa il to  o ffe r idea l traction  to  th rongs of 
shoppe rs or hurrying worke rs. It doesn’t repe l water, o il, or any o the r liqu id  to  which  it m ay be  
exposed  th rough  regu lar use . Fina lly, concre te  looks ra the r d rab  on  its  own. Vast expanses of sla te  
gray flooring don’t do m uch  to  “pre tty up” a  p lace . 
 
The re  is  a  pe rfect concre te  coa ting to  su it any app lica tion . Ye t de te rm in ing p recise ly which  coa ting 
tha t is , takes a  grea t dea l of expe rtise  — as does app lying it. Fortuna te ly, we  have  SwedeBro on  our 
side . Since  1999 the  fam ily-owned  business has com ple ted  ove r 1,400 concre te  coa ting p rojects, 
to ta ling ove r two m illion  square  fee t. The ir clien ts a re  nearly as d ive rse  as the  coa tings they have  
app lied , and  include  hea lthcare , educa tion , gove rn m ent, com m ercia l, industria l and  hosp ita lity. 
 
“My fa the r Larrie  had  worked  in  the  com pute r ch ip  industry un til h is  em ploye r got bought ou t in  the  
m id-n ine tie s,” sa id  Chad  Hanson , Pre siden t of SwedeBro. “He  wasn’t ready for re tirem ent, and  I 
wasn’t happy with  the  m e dica l sa le s job  I took righ t ou t of college , so  the  two of us decided  to  go 
in to  business toge the r. 
 
“We  saw grea t poten tia l fo r concre te  coa ting th roughout the  Midwest, and  tha t a lso  appea led  to  m y 
fa the r’s love  for te chn ica l th ings. We  bought in to  a  franch ise  based  in  Florida , rece ived  our tra in ing 
the re , and  a t th a t poin t on ly had  to  p ick a  nam e . You  m igh t im agine  the  nam e  ‘Hanson’ was a lready 
heavily used  by a  lo t of com panie s in  Minnesota , bu t ‘SwedeBro’ — a  pe rfect nam e  to  re flect our 
Swedish  he ritage  and  fam ily business — was ava ilab le . 
 
“We  qu ickly grew ou t of coa ting single  fam ily houses’ pa tios and  garage  floors and  m oved  up  to  
com m ercia l and  industria l clien ts. By 2007 we  began  sourcing our coa tings exclusive ly th rough  
She rwin-William s. The  varie ty and  qua lity of the ir coa tings a re  both  ou ts tand ing, and  the ir repre -
sen ta tive s give  us am azin g support as we  se lect just the  righ t app lica tion  fo r any project. 
 
“Concre te  coa ting technology has advanced  a  lo t during the  tim e  SwedeBro has been  in  business. 
Whe the r our clien t wants a  ce rta in  style  of coa ting to  m atch  the  ae sthe tics of the ir bu ild ing, a  
specific degree  of ligh t re flectivity, a  trea tm ent th a t will s tand  up  to  heavy m oistu re  or othe r liqu ids, 
or any com bina tion  o f those  bene fits , we ’re  ready to  work ou t the  specifics and  iden tify the  m ost 
e ffective  solu tion  on  the  m arke t for the ir un ique  n eeds. 
 



“We have  taken  care  of som e  pre tty unusua l p rojects  ove r the  years. The  booking area  of the  St. 
Anthony City Ja il im m edia te ly com es to  m ind . It was like  a  rive r was rising th rough  its  floor, ab -
solu te ly sa tu ra ting the  vinyl tile  to  the  poin t whe re  the re  was stand ing wate r. Even  She rwin-William s 
had  neve r seen such  a  h igh  m oistu re  ra ting be fore , bu t su re  enough  they had  a  b rea thab le  coa ting 
tha t is  still e ffective ly m itiga ting the  p rob lem  ten  yea rs la te r. 
 
“We  frequen tly app ly coa tings to  parking lots  and  ram ps. The re  is  a  p roject whe re  we sea led  the  
parking deck of a  sen ior housing facility in  Nokom is, whe re  sa lt wate r had  been  leaking a ll ove r the  
re siden ts’ luxury cars. You can  im agine  what a  re lie f it was for the  sta ff to  stop  rece iving com pla in ts 
abou t tha t. 
 
“We  were  honored  to  jo in  the  Minnesota  Se rvice  Coope ra tive s as the ir approved  epoxy floor coa t-
ings vendor in  2014. The  co-op  was form ed  to  give  schools grea te r purchasing power so  they cou ld  
negotia te  be tte r dea ls with  con tractors. They exhau stive ly re searched the  work we  had  done  for our 
curren t and  form er clien ts  includ ing the  Hilton  Minn eapolis  and  the  YMCA in  Willm ar, and  they were  
im pressed  by our track record  and  the  d iscounts we  offe red  on  our work. That even tua lly led  to  our 
partne rsh ip  with  MnDOT, anothe r grea t clien t for a  com pany like  ours. 
 
“Then  recen tly we  were  awarded  the  Minnesota  Sta te  Contract for Flu id  Applied  Coatings (Con tract 
# 178979). Having been  ve tted  by both  the  Se rvice  Coope ra tive  and  the  Sta te  of Minnesota  is  
som e th ing we  are  ve ry gra te fu l to  h ave  rece ived . 
 
“We  have  a  lo t of expe rienced  team  m em bers, like  our d irector of m arke ting John  and  e stim a tor 
Cory who have  both  been  with  us since  nearly the  beginn ing. Our insta lla tion  guys a re  h igh ly de ta il-
orien ted  and  en joy the  va rie ty of work we  ge t to  do.” 
 
“Still, to  do our ve ry best work, we  a lways want to  e stab lish  long-te rm  re la tionsh ips with  our clien ts. 
Som e tim es we  m ust do a  rush  job , like  the  one  we  just pe rform ed  for a  dea le rsh ip  tha t cou ld  on ly 
rem ain  closed  for a  weekend . Som e tim es we’re  asked  to  take  care  of a  su rface  like  no one  in  the  
industry has eve r coa ted  be fore  – you  would  be  surprised  by what’s ou t the re . And  occasiona lly 
som eone  will just fa il to  n otice  the  cau tion  tape  we  use  to  cordon  off floors th a t a re  still cu ring. In  
any case s like  those  we  are  ready to  re tu rn  to  the  jobsite , fast, to  m ake  th ings righ t for our clien t. No 
excep tions. 
 
“Our business ph ilosophy pre tty m uch  boils  down to  what Je sus sa id  during His Se rm on on  the  
Mount: ‘Do un to o the rs as you  would  have  them  do un to you .’ Caring for your ne ighbors takes m any 
form s. Doing honest, h igh -quality work is  su re ly one  of them .” 
 
To learn more about SwedeBro’s comprehensive approach to concrete coating 
and request a free estimate, please visit swedebro.com. 

http://www.swedebro.com/

